Zinkwazi Interclub

11 & 12 June 2011
Team:
Charles Du Plessis, Juley Du Plessis, Brett Hutchings
Zinkwazi must be one of the few un-spoilt and under populated little coastal towns left in today’s huge hustle and bustle. The amazing picturesque setting is any city dwellers dream and this was just the setting we traveled to for this year’s Zinkwazi interclub competition.

We arrived at Zinkwazi on Friday afternoon and were met by Nick and his team with warm welcome and braai fires going. From the smell coming from the kitchen we could determine that that night’s dinner was not to be missed. We settled into a lovely flat-let which caters for all ones needs during a weekend stay. 

At the briefing we did the boat draws and drew the boat “Neva Again”, skippered by Hendrik Beukes. The weather forecast for Saturday was not looking good and chances of a blowout were very high, hence the huge participation from all teams in the Friday Evening social activities. A local band rocked the night away while we feasted on succulent Espetadas and oh yes a few alcoholic beverages. 

Saturday morning saw a few anglers pitch up at 05h30 for the breakfast and from the howling wind and breaker noise, an assumption could be made that no fishing would take place on the day but we stayed and patiently awaited the weather committee’s final decision. Needless to say as soon as the sun rose the conditions out at sea could be cleary observed, the decision was made and the day called off. This of course meant a long day on the beach, bar and well bed for a lot of over enthusiastic anglers whom when the call was made was clearly overjoyed. 

By Saturday Evening the wind had dropped and the hopes ran high, maybe just maybe we will be on the water on Sunday. Early morning Sunday we were at the clubhouse and this time it was clear that we will have a day’s fishing. All the gear was brought down and the boats packed. One by one the boats were towed to the water’s edge and the tractor equipped with a pole started pushing in the boats. To us this was a new experience and we watched with a hawk’s eye when the first boat was launched. After the first launch our nerves settled a bit and we patiently awaited our turn with a few butterflies roaming around in our stomachs. I mean the first few boats were all 19’ Tom Cats and here we are on the smallest boat of the fleet. 

Our turn arrived and we waited patiently at the water’s edge for a “flat”. The “flat” came and we were off, running parallel to a huge wave. Our Skip kept his cool and got us safely out.

We went straight for the nearest bait spot but to no avail, there just were no bait in the shallows so we headed straight out to sea. We did a 15 Km run to a spot called Mid reef (Mid High Points). Here we managed to get a few pinkies and one Maasbanker. We looked at each other and all agreed that that maasbanker is a guaranteed Cuta. We then headed off to the Northern high Points and started a drift to run across the middle of the pinnacle. Our first drift was slightly off so we adjusted and the second drift took us on the desired course. We downed our live baits and I got a jig down. On the first drop of the jig I hooked into a good size king fish but since we were not sure if it would weigh, I released it to fight another day. One of the livies got eaten and I was “VAS”. Within five minutes the first Cuta was boated and we were on the board. From there it was clear sailing. The jigging went well and produced most of our fish. By eleven o’clock we had five fish on board and from radio conversation we could establish that we were in with a good chance to end up in the top spots. Then as suddenly as the fish came on the bite, they went off and by twelve o’clock we called it a day as the wind was pumping at almost twenty knots and we did not want to miss our deadline at the scales.

We ran straight back to the launch site and by one o’clock we were safely back on the beach, wet but safe and we were met by the Castle girls with an ice cold six pack of Castle beers. 

We weighed two Cuta 5,6Kg (Caught by Brett) and 4,6Kg (Caught by myself) and three bonnies of over 4 Kg. This was enough to put us on 133 points and the first place overall. TSC managed 83 points to clinch second place from Umhlanga (Third). 

All in all it was a great competition and my team and I just want to firstly thank Zinkwazi Ski Boat club for their hospitality and well organized event. Secondly we want to thank the Shelly Beach committee for allowing us to participate in this event.

Regards

Charles Du Plessis
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