Mapelane Interclub competition
Held at Mapelane on 29 April – 01 May 2011
Shelly Beach Ski Boat Club entered a three man team for this competition or lets be gender correct here, a two man and one lady team in the persons of Mark Brewitt (Captain), Charles and Juley Du Plessis. 

We left Shelly a bit late and only arrived at Mapelane in the Dark, but what a drive. The last 20 Kms to Mapelane consisted of a lot of twists and turns and don't forget the potholes, in certain areas the tar roads were completely gone and these areas were filled with sand and stone so most definitely not a road to be travelled with a small sedan vehicle. Anyone visiting this area should consider driving up by pick up. 

On our arrival at Mapelane we were greeted friendly by the tournament secretary (Kim). The campsite is very well organised and the tented bungalows were very well laid out. The bar and restaurant are excellent and we fitted in very quickly,  the local boys made us feel right at home. 
We were all pre drawn on Different boats, unlike other inter club competitions where the team fish together on one boat. This makes things a bit more complicated as everyone on the boat will have his own strategy and game plan so compromises have to be made and a happy medium reached. In some cases it works very well to the advantage of the “biggest guy” on the boat and the other members seem to just fit in with that “guys” game plan. 

Saturday morning dawned and we were off to the beach. Here the boats got dropped onto Rubber rollers and pushed by hand into the sea. This was a new experience and at the end of it, it was surprising to see just how easy it was to launch the big 19’ Yeld Cats. 

We all set off in different directions and by nine o‘clock with the first call up it was clear that the fish had Locked jaw and very few fish were caught. By ten o’clock the wind was howling and we all expected the call at any moment, however it only came at eleven o’clock. Mark Brewit managed to land a good sized Cuta of 14Kg and that fish placed us in Second place on the day. 

Back at camp we went through our strategy and game plans and concluded that we needed to work the deeper reefs and get some bait down deep. On Sunday I had convinced the members I was fishing with that the place to be is out deep and so we ran deep. On arrival we set our baits down and on the first drift over the reef two rods screamed off. I was “vas” and so was Laurence from Mapelane. I lost my fish after a short fight as he reefed me and well yeah left me with a broken leader and broken pride. I fished with 10Kg line while the Mapelane boys were spooled with 24Kg line. Laurence managed to turn the fish’s head and landed a lovely 18Kg GT. I had one look at that fish and then the “if’s” and “could have’s” started racing through my mind. 

We did a few more drifts over the reef and on every drift I got hammered and my ego shattered, now this went on until I ran out off Bonnies. Lines up came and we turned back to base with one lovely specimen and one not so lovely broken angler. 

Once again the fish that came out was disappointing and only three fish were caught on the final day. The other team members stayed close in shore as the opposing members did not want to run deep and they did not even get a bite. 

When the final points were in, we were very surprised to have bagged second place. First place honours went to Meer en See with a Cuta of 17Kg and third place to Midlands. Unfortunately for Laurence, he was not entered into the interclub and was only fishing a social as a separate comp. 

Regards

Charles Du Plessis
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